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Chinatown Working Group Economics and Transportation Working Team 
March 5, 2010 

Meeting Minutes 
  
Location: Chinatown Partnership 
Time: 6-9pm 
 
In Attendance: Elisa Espiritu (Chinatown Working Group), Rob Hollander, Bonnie Li (Sing Tao 
Daily), Wellington Chen (CPLDC), Matt Viggiano (CB 1), Jeanne Chin (Chatham Towers), 
Danny Chen (Chatham Green), Jim Solomon (CB 2), Zella Jones (NohoManhattan.org) 
 
Using the charrette group notes organized by Working Team theme, the group discussed their 
corresponding list (of items suggested in the Town Hall by charrette group participants). 
 
While discussing the list, the Working Team categorized and marked each suggested item with 
one of the following: 

• Check Mark (√) : indicates the Working Team’s PAP already has the suggested item 
• Cross Out (item) : indicates the Working Team has decided the suggested item is 

irrelevant and/or out of scope.  It can also indicate an item which is repeated (i.e. 
suggested by another team earlier in the document) 

• Circle / Highlight (item) : indicates the Working Team will work on implementing 
new language in their PAP to incorporate suggested item 

 
For a summary of the comments, recommendations, and additions, please see text below. 
 
 

Economics and Transportation 
 
Cantonese 

 Economic Development 
o Support garment industry through government subsidy 
o √ It takes time for government to revamp the community’s economy – long term 

goal 
o √ Short term- the community hopes the government plans to help with   career 

training, small business related training 
o Support hotels and tourism 
o Hope government creates garment industrial district 
o Reduce production costs 
o Balance hotel development and affordable housing 

 
 Traffic and Transportation  

o √ Parking (problem) 
o Old police headquarter housing now luxury condo.  Change into parking lot. 
o Government should have plans to resolve long distance bus problem. 
o Build pedestrian pathways 
o √ Solve the problem of pedestrians and vehicles fight for the road. 

Comment [MSOffice1]: p. 11 PAP / 
Who gives subsidies for garment 
industry?  

Comment [MSOffice2]: Proposals 
for job training also in Immigrant PAP 
p. 15 #2 

Comment [MSOffice3]: Different 
types of hotels in area: 1) temporary 
housing, 2) luxury hotels. 
Combine somehow with "balance hotel 
development" (below).  Need to create 
jobs but balance with maintaining 
affordability in the area for local 
residents. 
Consult with CAPZ team: could this 
working team propose a concentrated 
hotel corridor?  How do we resolve this 
request?

Comment [MSOffice4]: DOT cannot 
control routes; can only control 
parking.  More research needs to be 
done concerning current volume of 
buses, # of ppl it serves, etc.  DOT 
should help assess the problem.  
Consult CB 3.  

Comment [MSOffice5]: PAP p. 10 / 
see map for suggested pathway bridges 
(1: intersection of Canal / Forsyth ; 2: 
intersection of St. James and Brooklyn 
Bridge)
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o Build fences to prevent traffic accidents 
o √ Take care of street vendors 
o √ But it should be reasonable to distinguish between vendors with licenses and 

those without 
o √ Keep Chinatown clean and organized 

 
 
English Group 1  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
English Group 2 

 Economic Development 
o √ Do not restrict businesses with strict regulations / maintain busy active street 

life 
 

 Traffic and Transportation 
o √ AIR QUALITY 
o √ Alleviate car traffic / focus on pedestrian  
o √ Make traffic move better (traffic control devices) 
o √ Create better pedestrian awareness 
o √ Adopt congestion pricing 
o √Safety around / off bridges 
o √ Enforce existing anti-idling laws (EPA officers to enforce) 

 
English / Spanish Group 

 Economic Development 
o √ Don’t sell off NYCAH housing  

 
 Traffic and Transportation 

o √Need more buses in the neighborhood with more bus frequency  
o √ Less commercial truck traffic 
o More bike lanes    
o Stop fare hikes    
o No estoy de acuerdo con el cierre de escuelas, ni el nombramiento de policía.  

What do you like about Chinatown’s Economic 
Picture? 

What needs improving in Chinatown’s 
Economic picture? 

Vibrancy √ Incentives for small businesses 
Unique businesses √ Encourages diversity 
Unique living √ Preservation of street vending 
Working Community √ Protect small businesses 
Tourist attracted to area √ Encourage more small businesses 
Diversity √ Preserve local service businesses 
Specialized stores and markets √ Move Police Headquarters, open Park Row 
Ultimate green market √ Tax incentives for small businesses 
  √ Rent regulation for small businesses 

Comment [MSOffice6]: "Protect 
NYCHA housing (and other housing)" 
in CAPZ affordability PAP 
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March 5, 2010 Minutes  
Discussion Charrette and CB 3 Preliminary Feedback: 
 
We need the narrative to help better explain the difference between the pre and post 9/11 Chinatown 
Commerce. 
 

Pre-9/11 there was substantial lunch-time patronage from both Government Center and the 
Financial District.  Chinatown restaurants also had a reputation for “never closing” which 
attracted late night diners , not necessarily of the late night entertainment variety but more of 
an eating clientele.  Post 9/11 the blocking off of Park Row and areas surrounding One Police 
Plaza have made it more difficult to walk over to Chinatown for quick lunch and the downsizing 
of the Financial District and destruction of the WTC have drastically reduced NYC-based 
working patrons.  Most restaurants now close earlier, the streets are darker and less travelled 
less inviting to tourists in evening hours.  See ZAGAT Listing and Map for Chinatown Nightlife –
seven locations  locations Walker St. to Seward Park and Canal to Worth Sts. 

 
Nighttime commerce (p.12)   
Define the concept more clearly.  What do you propose is needed?   Specific streets to recommend?  
Generally the discussion centered on NOT adding malls, nightlife, etc to core streets (west of Bowery, 
south of Grand, east of Mulberry, north of Worth St. 
 
There was also discussion of more traditional Chinese evening markets – where cultural offerings and 
outside eating occur in family atmospheres.  It has been suggested in the past that a “Night Market” 
location would be at the base of the Manhattan Bridge.  This is also a location mentioned for a “Farmers 
Market.” That would be open later hours. 
 
Post Meeting Follow-Up Notes on Street Commerce:  There is a vigorous Produce Vending area 
by the Manhattan Bridge off ramps on Forsythe St. to East Broadway.  The trucks parked on the street 
bed hide the offerings and are discouraging to anyone not familiar to the area, but it is at the base of 
Sara Roosevelt Park and very dark at night. 
 
Another location is beneath the bridge spans at the location of Sophie Loeb Park on Market St. in what 
is already gated space with the advantage of a well used playground next to it.  A little organization, a bit 
of expansion of offerings and some nice lighting  would lend itself well to the historic neighborhood that 
surrounds it – with limited evening hours.  It is also close to the Alfred Smith and Madison Houses. 
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Several potential locations for Cultural Centers were mentioned, one at the southern end of Chatham 
Towers, Jeannie Chin will discuss at Chatham Towers' monthly board. 
 
 

Because existing zoning 
regulations and City 
statutes may not assure 
minimization of sidewalk 
and nightlife uses there was 
a tangential discussion 
regarding sidewalk use.  
Therefore it was suggested 
that recommendations 
might be considered to 
alter or modify existing 
zoning and statutes to 
accommodate areas 
desiring protection. 
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Here, for reference, are the current City statutes on sidewalk café use as related to Chinatown and 
Lower East Side: 
 
Unenclosed Sidewalk cafes prohibited by City Statute on:   
Bowery - from East Broadway to Canal Street 
Elizabeth Street - from Bayard Street to Canal Street 
Pell Street - the entire length 
Mott Street - from Park Row to Canal Street 
Mulberry Street - from Worth Street to Canal Street 
Bayard Street - the entire length 
Doyers Street - the entire length 
All streets facing Chatham Square 
Canal Street - the entire length 
Orchard Street - from Canal Street to Houston Street 
Delancey Street - from Norfolk Street to the Bowery 
 
Enclosed sidewalk café’s allowed throughout Chinatown and Lower Eat Side 
 
Locations Where Only Small Sidewalk Cafes Are Permitted 
#Small sidewalk cafes# may be located wherever #sidewalk cafes# are permitted, pursuant to Section 
14-011 (Sidewalk café locations). In addition, only #small sidewalk cafes# shall be allowed on the 
following #streets#, subject to the underlying zoning. 
 
Orchard Street - from Canal Street to Houston Street 
Delancey Street - from Norfolk Street to the Bowery 
Centre Street - from Canal Street to Spring Street 
Lafayette Street - from Canal Street to Houston Street 
Sixth Avenue - from Canal Street to a line 100 feet south of 
Spring Street. 
 
In all special zoning districts, #enclosed# and #unenclosed sidewalk cafes#, other than #small 
sidewalk cafes# pursuant to Section 14-43 (Locations Where Only Small Cafes Are Permitted), shall not 
be permitted, except as indicated in Section 14-44 (Special Zoning Districts Where Certain Sidewalk Cafes Are 
Permitted). 
 
Possible Areas for Small Sidewalk Cafes and or Cultural vending to 8-9pm to give street 
presence where it is now deserted at night: 
 
Among the locations the WT discussed for cultural and street livening development was the former 
DMV building (Lefkowitz Office Building – NYS) at Worth St.  The rear of the building and handsome 
groundfloor spaces would lend themselves well to groundfloor retail with outside vending or sidewalk 
cafes, especially as an enticement to the Govt Center workers who can access Worth Street as a 
gateway to Chinatown area.  
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The East and West sides of St. James Place (pictured above) are also dark and uninviting with wide 
sidewalks, and the plaza at the southern end of Chatham Green as it faces  a triangle where NYPD Vans 
park on the street surrounding it, also seems a good location for better lighting and some street 
presence – small unenclosed sidewalk cafes or limited night markets with cultural performances or 
offerings.  Close to Chatham Square and at the base of Mulberry St and Columbus Park, there might be 
some logic to establishing an enhanced presence in this area that would not necessarily disturb NYPD 
security or presence. 
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Economic development zones South of 
Houston anything to East River (Empire Zone) 
and programs.  1East of Broadway, South of 
Houston anything to East River.   
 
In response to CB3 comments there was discussion 
of the Empire Zone Program.  Research subsequent 
to this meeting (and shared with participants) 
indicates that the Empire Zone program will expire 
in June and if renewed will probably include 
extension for currently registered participants – no 
new entities to be added.  A new program is in the 
discussion state in Albany which would not 
designate specific areas and would have a greatly 

reduced budget for incentives.  The focus of the new program would be on developing businesses for 
the new economy (green, tech heavy, research & dev.)   
 
Empire zone (and similar) incentives need to be developed to attract companies that need 
to do final assembly and test of devices like cell phones, blackberries, and even netbooks 
and laptops.   The final product is often bulky packaging (except for the stuff that apple puts 
out) and there could be enough cost savings in packaging density to do final system 
assembly and test locally for the large population of consumers in the New York 
Metropolitan Area.   
 
There was also discussion of Jan's idea for short run garment manufacturing following 
similar ideas ‐ bring the manufacture of the final product closer to the consumer. 
 
Garment Industry Re-Invention in Light Manufacturing facilities - Chinatown's decline as a 
garment center accelerated after 9/11 with street closures, traffic reroutings and government permit 
placard abuse making it difficult for garment factories that were already having a difficult time.  Yet 
Chinatown's proximity to the Fashion District and it's pool of skilled and unemployed garment workers 
still makes it an ideal hub for the creation of a light manufacturing zone where designers and 
manufacturers might employ garment finishing/design, prep/finishing/one-off fashion work tied to Fashion 
week, sample making, etc. 
 
It was agreed that more research would be necessary to offer economic incentives for the previously 
recommended new business development centers:  affordable retail spaces, new business incubators, job 
training centers, light manufacturing collaboratives.  It was further recognized that this would require 
much coordination with zoning recommendations to the CPC and additional requests to EDC, SBS and 
to State and Federal legislators.2 
 
 
Hotels 
The Charrette raised the question of hotels and the preservation of jobs for hotel workers.  It also 
raised the preference for diminishing hotels development and raising the priority of affordable housing.  
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The WT discussion centered on what the current hotel stock is, and it’s direct relation to jobs and living 
spaces for immigrant workers. 
 
There are two different types of hotels in area: 1) temporary housing hotels, 2) luxury hotels. 
How do we combine somehow with "balance hotel development"   Need to create jobs but balance 
with maintaining affordability in the area for local residents now becomes a much more complex issue.  
We need to consult with CAPZ team. 
 

 
Hotel Azure, 124 Lafayette St. 

 
150 Lafayette St 

 
Chrystie St btw Hester-Canal 

 
This WT will investigate the feasibility of proposing a concentrated hotel corridor as a possible means of 
resolving this conflict – that is keeping hotels in recognized commercial or institutional areas and away 
from more residential sections.  However, it was brought to light that a number of hotels actually 
provide cubicle spaces for immigrant workers.  While such hotels do not offer typical hotel worker jobs, 
they do serve a need for cheap shelter for immigrants needing to pay off loans for their transportation 
to the US?  Also the concept of adding more traditional tourist hotels in this area of lower Manhattan 
would stimulate hotel employment, boost the economy of Chinatown and possibly reduce vehicular 
traffic into the tip of Manhattan with the millions of anticipated visitors to the new WTC sites (and thus 
pollution and bus congestion in the narrowest section of the island).  At the same time the WT 
recognized the BAN initiative to halt hotel development along the Bowery – a main thoroughfare, and 
down-zone the area for residential uses.  The WT grappled and did not resolve these Charrette 
references. 
 
In this discussion of suitable locations for economic development sites, the WT explored the possibility 
of currently existing light manufacturing locations and city-owned properties that could be converted to 
these objectives, should incentives be available.   A map of such locations was produced to further 
explore these possibilities.  See appendix. 
 
Pedestrian Walkways:  In response to Charrette requests for pedestrian walkways, the WT isolated 
two locations for special consideration by the DOT for pedestrian protected access:  The East side of 
Bowery at the entrance to the Manhattan Bridge and in various locations on Gold, Water and St. James 
where there are entrance/exist for the Brooklyn Bridge.  See Chinatown Bus Study, October 2009, 
Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor, City of New York and Amanda M. Burden, FAICP, Director, 
New York City Department of City Planning 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/mancb3/downloads/cb3docs/chinatown_final_report.pdf ,  
pg 55 for Accident data collected from 2004- - 2006.  Includes vehicular, pedestrian and bicycles.  
Manhattan Bridge location highest. 
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A meeting to further explore these issues has been set for Thursday, March 25th at 5:30 pm at the 
Chinatown Partnership, 60 St. James Place. 
 
March 25th Meeting  agenda will include as much of the following as possible: 

1. What areas are potentially landmarkable – to what extent do we want to expand or minimize 
commercial/industrial uses (zoning) in these areas.  The current PAP asks for both cultural 
commercial viability and protection of landmarks.  Is there a rationale for an Historic District on 
the Eastern side of Bowery below Division St?  See area pictorial research at 
http://picasaweb.google.com/marketxmarket/ChinatownWorkingGroupScopingPhotos?feat=dire
ctlink  

 

2. In what areas is there developable land? Or underdeveloped land (and what is their current 
zoning).   

3. To the extent that it is compatible or appropriate  

a. where would we recommend more hotels? – a particular request from the Charrette  

b. Commercial use of public right of way – recognized as part of the necessary traditional 
atmosphere to be “preserved.  (Street vending, no street vending, vending of certain 
kinds only, small sidewalk cafes, enclosed sidewalk cafes, and unenclosed sidewalk cafes.   

c. Parks/Plazas with cultural/artistic commerce – again a specific request in the PAP and at 
the Charrette.   

Possible Areas for Small Sidewalk Cafes and or Cultural vending to 8-9pm to give street 
presence where it is now deserted at night: 
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4. Where should/could incentives be applied for building or building-out affordable commercial 
space, incubator space, light manufacturing incubators.  This is a major component in our PAP 
that applies both to job creation and job/worker training.  Zoning for such uses (M zones) 
usually also allow for night clubs, catering establishments, hotels and limits medical facilities, 
educational facilities, restaurant size.  M and M1-5b zones take up a major portion of the Canal 
St. corridor.  C6-1 thru C6-3 zoning, the other half of zoning in the core does not allow for light 
manufacturing, does allow large hotels, large entertainment establishments.   

 
Niche/Advanced Manufacturing – Very narrow category.  See Kathryn Wilde, NYC Partnership, Feb. 
2010.  
http://www.ourlic.com/news/specialreport/economic_forecast_2010_licbdc_qedc_kathryn_wylde_2010
0318.htm 
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Under Developed areas on Eastern Canal in M1-5 zones and C6 zones 

 
 

 
DCAS Parking Lot at Laf & Howard  

126-128 Lafayette St. Howard betw Laf & Centre 

 
SE Corner Canal & Lafayette  

Under-built Parcels South Side Canal 
from Lafayette to Mercer 

Under-built NE Corner Canal @ 
Lafayette 
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5. The feasibility of recommending a Special Zoning District:  It is possible, where affordable 
commercial, incubator and light manufacturing space is desired, and neighboring areas such as 
Little Italy/Mulberry St. may wish also to ensure more commercial uses than M zones allow, that 
we could suggest a “special zoning district” with allowances or restrictions that are not usually 
applied in standard zoning. 

6. While our committee does not focus upon affordable housing, directly, we should be sensitive 
to not recommending commercial/industrial locations that would prevent additions of affordable 
housing stock.  For instance residential FAR in a C6-1 to C6-3 zone is only 3.44 while 
commercial FAR is 6.  How do we resolve this? 

7. Way finding – expanding this section of the Econ & Transp PAP, ensuring the  existence of an 
entity that can access funds for way-finding expenditures. 

8. More specific recommendations regarding Chatham Square and the balancing of tourist, 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  Collaboration with the needs and objectives of the Little Italy 
Special District and Little/Italy Chinatown Historic District.3 

9. Interstate Buses – See  Chinatown Bus Study, October 2009, Michael R. Bloomberg, 
Mayor, City of New York and Amanda M. Burden, FAICP, Director, New York City 
Department of City Planning 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/mancb3/downloads/cb3docs/chinatown_final_report.pdf  ‐  

a. Pages 13‐14 outline areas considered for bus depots that have been eliminated 
from consideration, and why.   

b. See also pages 21‐23 for Community Concerns  ‐ CB1, CB2, CB3.   
c. See Page 33 for recommendations. 

 

See map of vacant lots and City-Owned properties produced by Matt Viggiano 
See draft list of historic locations 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Zella Jones 
March 21, 2010 
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Draft List of Historic Locations – http://www.explorechinatown.com/PDF/ChinatownLandmarks.pdf  

Chatham Square (cross streets), also known as Kim Lau Square, is the site of the Kim Lau Memorial 
Arch. Located in the middle of the square, it was erected in 1962 in memory of the Chinese Americans 
who died in World War II. The square is named after the Earl of Chatham, William Pitt, who supported 
the American opposition to the Stamp Act, a tax on printed papers imposed on all American colonists by 
the British in 1765. The arch is named for Lt. Benjamin Kim Lau, an aircraft commander in the Second 
World War. Just east of the square, on Division Street, lies Confucius Plaza, where a statue of the famous 
philosopher stands. 

First Shearith Israel Cemetery, 
a NYC Landmark,  is just south of 
Chatham Square along St. James 
Place. The cemetery dates back to 
1683, making it not only the oldest 
Jewish cemetery in New York City 
but the oldest standing artifact in 
New York City. Buried here are 18 
Jewish Revolutionary-War era 
soldiers and patriots, as well as the 
first American-born rabbi. The 
original 23 settlers, who had already 
been expelled from Spain and Brazil, 
were descendents of survivors of the 
Spanish Inquisition. 

 
 
 
East Broadway is the heart of the new Fujianese community. Slightly northeast of the traditional 
borders of Chinatown, this three-block area near Manhattan Bridge is lined with authentic Fujianese rice-
noodle shops, herbal medicine shops, and fresh markets. 
Mott Street is the oldest Chinese-inhabited street in New York, and today remains one of Chinatown’s 
most vibrant thoroughfares. Its fine restaurants, interesting markets and unique shopping opportunities 
have made Mott Street Chinatown’s unofficial main draw, drawing tens of thousands of non-residents on 
any given weekend. 

41 Mott Street is a large white building topped with the only remaining wooden pagoda roof in 
Chinatown. Such roofing was outlawed in the early 1900s because they were perceived to be fire 
hazards.  
32 Mott Street  is the site of the oldest Chinese store in New York, established in 1891.  
62 Mott St. - The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA) building.  It is 
also the home of the New York Chinese School, founded in 1909 at 64 Mott St.  During the 
Ching Dynasty in the year 1909, certain organization in the New York Community Center, along 
with other interested individuals suggested establishing an overseas Chinese School in New York. 
In the beginning, there were about twenty students. The number of students grew rapidly with 
the support of the New York Overseas Community Center. The growth of the school can be 
compared to as a little flower bud, blossoming from 1909 into a flower which has never fade 
since. Today New York Chinese School (NYCS) is the largest Chinese School in North America.  
The New York Chinese School is a non-profit 501(C) (3) school, staffed by dedicated teachers. 
Currently the school has a faculty of 50 people.  

Collect Pond is an area that was once the site of Manhattan’s largest body of water in the 1700s. Once 
teeming with freshwater fish, the pond covered the area between present-day Franklin and Worth Streets 
from Lafayette to Baxter Streets. By the turn of the Nineteenth Century, the pond had become almost 
entirely depleted and was turned into a waste site, earning the nickname of “Collect Pond” because that’s 
exactly what the garbage did: collect. By 1808, it was decided that the Pond simply had to be drained and, 
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as a result, a canal was built to drain the filthy water into the sea. This canal was later paved over to 
create modern-day Canal Street. Though advised against it, developers started building on the newly 
drained land without waiting for it to settle. The new homes were no sooner completed than they began 
to crack and lean. No residents of even modest means would move in and, as a result, the area soon 
became the infamous Five Points. 
Five Points was established when developers began to build poorly constructed housing on the former 
Collect Pond site. Located on a corner of present-day Columbus Park, the site marked the 
intersection of five streets whose neighborhood become Manhattan’s first true slum. Over 40,000 
residents – almost all of them living in poverty – dwelled in less than half a square mile. These desperate 
living conditions gave rise to dangerous gangs including the Plug Uglies and the Dead Rabbits, both of 
whom were immortalized in Martin Scorsese’s 2002 film Gangs of New York. 
 

Old St. James Church – 32 James St. is the 2nd oldest Roman 
Catholic Church in NY,  said to be the initial point of the Five 
Points Neighborhood, this NYC Landmarked Church was erected 
in 1827 and founded by a Cuban, Father Felix Varela Morales who 
became Vicar General of the Arch Diocese of New York, 
ministering to Irish Immigrants.  The Church was at the center of 
the Irish/Italian and Chinese immigrant community during the time 
of the Civil War. The building has twice been saved by the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, the last time in 1984 and bears a 
plaque attesting to its treasure. 

 
 

Mariners Temple – formerly 
Oliver St. Baptist Church, 12 Oliver 
St @ Henry St..  Another NYC 
Landmark erected in 1844 in what 
was then a newly developing 
residential neighborhood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Museum of Chinese in the Americas, 
Museum: 215 Centre Street, New York, NY 
10013; Collections & Research Center: 70 
Mulberry Street, 2nd Fl., New York, NY 10013  
allows visitors to learn about the Chinese 
community and view exhibits featuring personal 
stories, photographs, mementos, and poetry. 
Displays showcasing Chinese customs and 



Minutes:  March 5, 2010  15 

religions are also available to the public. The museum is located at 70 Mulberry Street on the 2nd Floor. 
For visitors’ information, call 212-619-4785. 
 
 

The Edward Mooney House, an NYC Landmark  
Building·Standing at 18 Bowery on the corner of Pell Street 
is the oldest dwelling in New York City. Erected in 1785 by 
Edward Mooney and used as a residence until the 1820s.  
Part of a fashionable residential neighborhood when it was 
built, by 1840 the neighborhood was in decline with the influx 
of immigrants and the migration northward by wealthy 
families.  The building has been home to a variety of 
businesses since, including a hotel, tavern, pool hall, 
restaurant and bank. Today, the house is a recognized 
Historic Landmark and open to the public. 

 
 
 

The Church of the Transfiguration (Mosco & Mott Sts.)was built in 
1801 by the English Lutheran Church and sold to the Roman Catholic 
Church of the Transfiguration half a century later. It is an NYC 
Landmarked Building.  Since its inception, the church has served as a place 
for immigrants to become adjusted to their new lives in America, and 
today offers services in Cantonese, Mandarin, and English. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
William & Rosemond Clark House at 51 Market St., NYC Landmarked Building (1824).  Erected 
by Grocer William Clark when the neighborhood was a growing residential enclave. 
 
 

Northern Reform Church, now First 
Chinese Presbyterian Church, 61 Henry 
St. (1817. A NYC Landmarked building it is 
said to be the most elegant of the four 
Georgian Style Churches still standing in the 
Neighborhood.) 
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Eldridge St. Synagogue  - 12-16 Eldridge St. (1886), NYC Landmark.  Most lavish synagogue 
ever built in neighborhood with Moorish, Giothic and Romanesque features. 
 
Manhattan Bridge Arch – NYC Landmark 
 
Bowery Savings Bank, 130 Bowery, NYC Landmark 
 
The Forward Building, 173 East Broadway, NYC Landmark 
 

Historic Locations - Additions from Rob Hollander 
1. Consider Doyers Street for a historical landmark designation (city LPC):  

a. SW corner of Doyers Street. Oldest traditional gift shop in Chinatown.  
b. Nam Wah Tea Parlor, 13 Doyers Street. Oldest tea parlor in Chinatown. Sign from the 

1920's.  
c. Former location of the Chinese Opera House (5 Doyers?) over the underground arcade 

which was once occupied by opium and gambling dens and gang passageways.  
2. NW corner of Elizabeth & Bayard. One of the few remaining completely intact tenements 

designed by the Herter Brothers, designers of the Eldridge Street Synagogue (now Eldridge Street 
Museum). The façade features a star of David as well as Chinese terra cotta faces from the early 
1880's when Chinese were beginning to settle in the neighborhood while Bayard Street was still a 
Jewish street.  

3. 65 Mott. The oldest standing tenement with a back tenement behind it as well. Seven stories tall, it 
was, when it was constructed, one of the tallest buildings in the city, exceeded only by the church 
steeples and a few industrial buildings. Most building were row houses, three to four stories tall. New 
Yorkers would not climb further than three fights of stairs. No such expectations were applied to 
immigrants, whose houses were built not by themselves but by landlords. Tenements were built as 
money-makers; developers couldn't build them tall enough. Later, when they were built in larger 
numbers and demand for seventh floor spaces declined in profitability, they leveled to five stories in 
the 1850's through the 1870's and then, as the area became significantly more dense and space 
became more valuable, tenements rose to six stories up to 1901 and sometimes even to seven 
stories after 1901.  

4. Consider Henry Street and Madison Street from Catherine to Jefferson Street as a possible 
historic designation. There are many unique and beautiful stone and terra-cotta buildings including  

a. 162 Henry Street. The finest design of all Herter Brothers buildings, far superior even to 
the Eldridge Street Synagogue. 

b. 168 Berny Street, companion piece to 162. 
c. NW corner of Henry & Jefferson. Unusual New Law tenement with a distinctive art 

deco entry, probably added later.  
d. 86 Madison. Stone entry with rare and extraordinary carvings both in masks and in 

architectural design. A variety of structural materials combined in the façade.  
e. 111 Henry Street (among others on the block). Superior terra cotta, stone and tinted 

brick 1890's tenement with elaborate canopy, columns etc. 
 
Historical Photography Sources:  http://www.nychinatown.org/history/early1900s.html  
Chinatown Historic, Cultural and Commercial Interactive Maps:  
http://www.nychinatown.org/maps/index.html  
New York Chinatown Tour with Bonnie Tsui, City Room takes a tour of the institutions of Chinatown 
with Bonnie Tsui, author of "American Chinatown: A People's History of Five Neighborhoods" (Simon 
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and Schuster, 2009).  
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Chinatown,+NYC&ie=UTF8&oe
=UTF8&msa=0&msid=112022897988102856347.0004738fc1b720f25efe9&sll=40.715788,-
73.993287&sspn=0.016916,0.032015&ll=40.717306,-73.995688&spn=0.007514,0.021458&z=16  
General Area Map with Live Traffic data:  
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=110463198365730989178.000479c71478
5dad466df&ll=40.718282,-73.997297&spn=0.015027,0.042915&z=15&layer=t  
 
 
 

 
1 See Cultural and Historic Preservation Preliminary Action Plan, Item 1, paragraph vi 
1 See Traffic and Transportation Section , Item I, pages 2,3,4 
1 See also:  Cultural and Historic Preliminary Action Plan ,Item 1 paragraphs iii, v, and vi 

 
                                                        
1 See also Fundamentals of Chinatown Special District, CAPZ 11/10/09, Part II , Canal Street Development 
Corridor 
2 Chinatown Empire Zone will indeed expire in June and while it will be extended for current businesses in the 
program, it will not be adding any after May 2010 who are not already certified.  After contacting the Renaissance 
Dev Corp – the managing organization for the current Lower East Side/Chinatown Empire Zone, I learned that 
there are approx 20 local businesses currently certified in the program (There are 8,119 Empire Zone companies 
that are currently certified, according to Empire State Development.) 
 
At this juncture it is possible that a new program may be introduced called Excelsior.  The following link seems to 
describe it the best:  http://www.allbusiness.com/government/government-bodies-offices-heads-state/13704621-
1.html  
 
The budget for it will be significantly less; it will not target zoned areas but be available to businesses throughout 
the State and puts more focus on types businesses suited for the “new economy.”  Bottom line for our purposes is 
that it will not be a resource of major significance we can call upon in our plan…this puts many assumptions about 
incubators, stimulating small business and the realistic contributions of EDC or SBS toward assistance in 
“affordable” business locations in a very different light. 
 
 
3 General Area Map with Live Traffic data:  
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=110463198365730989178.000479c714785dad466
df&ll=40.718282,-73.997297&spn=0.015027,0.042915&z=15&layer=t 
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